
DEVELOPMENT 

 
The World Bank was represented in the negotiations. 

 

FOOD SECURITY AS IT RELATES TO HUMAN SECURITY 

 
“Human security... means... safety from such chronic threats as hunger, disease, and repression 
and freedom from poverty. Food security – the availability of food and the empowerment of 
people to access it – is therefore at the core of human security.” 
 

– United Nations Development Program 
  

Small-Scale Agriculture 
 
We propose the establishment of a centralized database under the mandate of the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) with the purpose of improving coordination 
efficiency between agricultural aid organizations and programs and farmers on every scale, as 
well as strengthening the role of the FAO in global food security programs, by establishing 
normative practices on: 
 

 Evaluating previous and current projects, 

 Creating community environmental profiles, 

 Exchanging best practices to create platforms of information sharing, and 

 Incorporating real time information by the Agricultural Market Information System 
(AMIS). 

 
The development ministries will take steps as necessary to disseminate this information where 
Internet access is absent or limited. 
  
We emphasize equal access to land and its resources for women, especially given their roles as 
providers in their families by: 
 

 Encouraging the equal recompense of work and effort for cultivating the land, 

 Creating small-scale agricultural support organizations for the empowerment of women 
to provide skills training and agricultural education for the management of land and 
agritechnology, 

 Supporting the creation of agricultural cooperatives as defined as autonomous 
associations of persons who voluntarily cooperate for mutual social and economic 
purposes,  

 Reforming of land-tenure practices as defined as practices related to habitation and 
usage where and how may be appropriate within sovereign ministries, and 

 The provision of female-targeted agriculture and small-scale technological and financial 
product subsidy programs, such as fertilizer and index insurance subsidies. 



  
We recognize the need to improve nutrition around the world, both in crop diversification and 
resolving crop production shortfalls by: 
 

 Promoting small-scale agricultural production with a focus on sustainable and higher 
productivity rates by: 

 Investing in research focused on which crops give the highest yield for the land 
on which they are being produced, 

 Encouraging research and investigation into the feasibility of the usage of food 
mile limits to foster local crop diversification, and 

 Capacity building of national and international agricultural research centers; and 
 

 Increasing state involvement to facilitate access to crop diversification, in cooperation 
with civil society organizations by: 

 Financing programs which can reach local farmers to provide new seeds, and 
 Improving local supply and distribution networks. 

  
Food Reserves 

 
We support capacity building of regional organizations, in collaboration with the United Nations 
World Food Program (WFP), to install early warning systems to minimize effects of 
humanitarian disasters and to implement local and regional food reserves to act more 
efficiently and independently in cases of emergency by: 
 

 Incorporating data from the FAO Global Information and Early Warning System in 
cooperation with regional agencies; 

 Usage of strategic grain reserves, alternatively to cash reserves, including: 
 Cereals that are widely consumed, preparing them to be readily available and 

preferably locally produced by small-scale agricultural producers, 
 Protein-rich crops such as beans and quinoa for the purpose of providing 

nutrient-complete reserves during emergencies, and 
 Emergency food products produced specifically for famine situations; 

 Strengthening already existent food reserve capabilities by incorporating Best Practices 
from already existent and functional food reserves, including by commitment to 
maintaining stocks of reserves when depleted of reasonable quality standards; 

 Ensuring good governance practices for the correct distribution of food reserves, 
including by emphasizing production and transportation efficiency as well as the quality 
of the reserves; and 

 Making provisions for the physical security of the reserves, given that conflict is often a 
catalyst of food scarcity. 

 
  
 



Poverty Eradication 
 

We believe that youth empowerment is critical to poverty reduction in developing countries 
and that this be strengthened by: 
 

 Establishing a long-term vision with the aim of improving career-oriented education, 
vocational training, and marketable job skills training for students and young 
professionals; 

 Infusion of agribusiness and youth entrepreneurship programs supported by public-
private partnerships; 

 Emphasizing the need for attentive funding for civil society and non-governmental 
organizations for livelihood programs, targeting especially the most marginalized young 
people, and supporting information channels that seek to disseminate information on 
the aforementioned opportunities; and 

 Legally protecting and assuring rights and equal opportunities, in recognition of youth 
contributions and potential for future participation in the economy. 

  

SCRUTINIZING AID 

 
The purpose of scrutinizing aid is to engage in a detailed examination of how international aid 
budgets are spent, what they are spent on, and why. The guiding concern of this process is that, 
whilst sustainable development must always be the ultimate goal, the amount spent on 
international aid merits scrutiny, as the utility of aid can only be realized if it is transparent and 
effective. The working definition of aid accepted is all-encompassing, including not only 
material and monetary aid, but spanning to cover all assistance, technical and educational. 
  

Aid Transparency 
 

We encourage greater transparency in aid processes and propose that this be achieved through 
publicly available information that meets the following standards: 
 

 The requirement of intergovernmental organizations, NGOs, aid information experts, 
and private companies to publicize their foreign aid project details according to 
International Aid Transparency Initiative standards, including:  

 aggregate financial flows,  
 results information,   
 budgets,  
 timelines,   
 project descriptions and documentation,  
 activity and sector codes, and  
 geographic data; 

 The listing of individual aid activities by reporting organization; 



 The pursuance of the objective to report both total future organization foreign aid 
budgets and forward planning budget data as soon as prudently possible; and 

 The prioritization of accurate representation of the purpose and amount of aid given 
through established reporting coding standards, which we suggest standardizing across 
databases. 

  
Impact Evaluation and Aid Effectiveness 

 
We suggest the G20 commit to an increased focus on rigorous impact evaluation initiatives to 
ensure effective implementation of development programs and increased knowledge of 
development dynamics. This will be done through focus on results-checking for impact in 
addition to previously mentioned transparency initiatives, including: 
 

  Creating clear indicators and research methods that support greater regional 
integration in ensuring quality and cooperation with NGOs, civil society, local 
communities, and the private sector, with a new focus on positive or negative 
externalities, unintended consequences, and sustainability,  

 Emphasizing a participatory approach for recipient countries in impact evaluation, and 

 Support for university and civil society research initiatives in development impact 
evaluation. 

  
Changing Economic Alignments and Alternatives to Aid 

  
The G20 countries recognize economic realignment; however, we do not see this as a reason to 
abandon current functional standards. New donor countries should be expected to abide by 
international norms for best practices, as well as international treaties to which they are 
signatories. 
  
The rise of new donors—both governmental and non-governmental—and their important role 
in aid provision demonstrates the new constellation of actors in development as well as the 
need for dialogue on common development policies and strategies. In keeping with sustainable 
development, the G20 also emphasizes an increased role for South-South cooperation and 
participation in development aid, as an alternative to the traditional practice of developed-to-
developing aid. 
  
Capacity building should be of capital importance in most long-term development projects so as 
to ensure the healthy growth of recipient economies. Aid should take a people-oriented 
approach with the eradication of poverty as its ultimate objective. 
  
We encourage the promotion of trilateral development projects to combine resources and 
technical capacities to create synergies in development practices with all relevant partners, 
who are defined as traditional donors, emerging donors, and the countries in which aid is being 
implemented. 
 


