
ENVIRONMENT 

 

The G20: 

 

Continues to express our unity with and support of the Japanese people regarding the 

continuing effects of the 3 March 2011 disaster in Fukushima; 

 

Affirms our commitment to the G20 Youth Charter for the Environment signed at last year’s 

Paris Summit; 

 

Anticipates with hope the outcomes of the Rio+20 Summit will renew global commitment for 

sustainable development; 

 

Confirms that the decisions contained in this communiqué are consistent and in harmony with 

the Convention on Biological Diversity and all other international legal obligations; 

 

Stresses that complete decarbonization of our energy supply in the long term is needed at the 

global level; 

 

Believes that this communiqué will be representative of closer collaboration between the G20 

in the future; and 

 

Hereby makes the following decisions which apply to the G20 and encourage the international 

community to follow our lead in working toward a common goal of a more efficient and 

sustainable environment. 

 

WATER GOVERNANCE 

 

A Right to Water 
 

Acknowledging that the United Nations recognized water as a human right in 2010, the G20 
advocates amending the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to insert the following article:  
 
“All peoples have the right to sufficient, safe, acceptable, physically accessible and affordable 
water for personal and domestic uses” as defined in the General Comment No. 15, Committee 
on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights.  
 



The G20 supports the World Water Assessment Program estimation that in order to meet basic 
needs, individuals require a minimum of 20 to 50 liters of safe water each day, according to the 
World Water Assessment Program. 
 

Stakeholders: Public-Private Partnerships 
 

The G20 countries recognize that a multi-sector approach is one of the most efficient and cost-effective 

options to reliably provide safe water, acknowledging stakeholders such as civil society organizations 

and schemes such as public-private partnerships (PPPs). 

 

Progressive pricing system 

 
In order to reduce water waste, the G20 countries support the use of the progressive pricing 
system. This system will assign a monetary value to water based on its use.   

 
In order to utilize irrigated water in a more efficient manner, the G20 endorses technology 
sharing between its member states. The G20 affirms this must occur within the international 
and domestic intellectual property law framework of G20 member states.  
 

Agricultural Concerns 
 

Colleges and Universities 
 
The G20 promotes exchanges between universities and research centers for the purposes 

sharing irrigation-engineering technology. 

 

Pollution 
 

Without increased agricultural costs (for developing nations), and without diminishing food 

yield, the G20 calls for the phasing out of pesticide use in agriculture. 

 

The G20 suggests the phasing out of non-essential pesticides. Non-essential is defined by each 

G20 member nation.  

 

Hazardous Wastes 

 

The G20 calls for the disposal of hazardous waste in accordance with local, national and 

international environmental standards. In particular, recognizing the environmental impact of 

mixing different types of hazardous waste before disposal, the G20 recommends this practice 

be discontinued. 

 



Education 

 

The G20 calls for increased education in relation to water, in particular: 

 

 The international private sector to be educated about proper hazardous waste disposal 
methods 

 Primary school students to be educated about proper water management methods and 
water footprint,  

 Farmers to be educated about the danger of excessive artificial fertilizer use. 
 

Marine Protection 
 

The G20 affirms the importance of protecting wetlands, estuaries, coral reefs, and coastal areas 

of ecological importance. The G20 recommits to banning drift-net fishing and illegal whaling 

and endorses sustainable aquaculture methods. The G20 recommends the Rio+20 Summit 

review international regulations for offshore oil-drilling in international waters. The G20 notes 

the importance of regional actors in this regard. 

 

GREEN GROWTH 

 
The Future of Energy Supply 

 
Building upon its advocacy of smart grids in 2011, the G20 emphasizes the potential of this 

technology by recommending: 

 

 G20 developed states upgrade their electricity grids, whether regional or national, to 
smart grids; and  

 G20 developing states implement smart grids when building their grid system, whether 
regional or national. 

 

The G20 also recommends the use of micro-grids, where appropriate. 

 

To find solutions to existing and future energy needs, the G20 will: 

 

 Increase public sector research and development into new forms of energy; 

 Increase the proportion of private sector research and development into new forms of 
energy in relation to private sector profits;  

 Promote partnerships between the private sector and research institutions to ensure 
the prompt introduction and implementation of new technologies; and 



 Encourage research institutions to share new research and technology with their 
international counterparts, while respecting domestic and international intellectual 
property law. 

 

Energy Portfolio 
 

The G20 defines renewable energy as including resources that rely on fuel sources that restore 

themselves over short periods of time and do not diminish. Although the impacts are small, 

some renewable energy technologies have an impact on the environment. 

 

Renewable Energy Target 

 

The G20 aims to transition from carbon-intensive energy sources to renewable energy sources. 

To this end, the G20 aims to increase the aggregate proportion of renewable energy sources of 

the G20 to 20% by 2020. In addition, the G20 agrees to pursue greater efficiency for existing 

carbon intensive energy sources. The G20 agrees to craft national programs for greater energy 

efficiency within the scope of energy production.  

 

G20 member states supports promotion of biomass solid fuel that is made of refuses or 

renewable wastes. The G20 encourages reduction of CO2 emission as well as methane gas by 

reducing environmentally harmful substances by adapting biomass solid fuel as a new 

renewable energy. 

 

World Trade Organization Free Trade Agreement 

 

The G20 will consult with the World Trade Organization to establish free trade between the 

G20 in respect of renewable energy manufactured items to ensure all states are able to meet 

the renewable energy target.  

 

Nuclear Energy 

The G20: 

 

Commits to more strictly regulating civilian nuclear power, including, but not limited to, stress 

tests conducted throughout all phases of planning, constructing and running of each civilian 

nuclear power plant.  

 

Also recommends the International Atomic Energy Association improve global safety standards 

for current and future civilian nuclear power plants. 

 



Climate Financing 

The G20:  

 

Urges all countries that have made pledges for climate financing to follow through with said 

pledges; 

 

Will create an investment climate more suitable for climate financing options; and  

 

Reminds its member states of their commitment to phase out fossil fuel subsidies over the 

medium term and recommends the funds be redirected to climate financing.  

 

Green Products 
The G20: 

 

Supports the continuation of indigenous green products initiatives in developing countries to 

create jobs and to keep small and medium enterprises running; 

 

Commits to moving from the production of inefficient appliances to the production of efficient 

appliances; 

 

Encourages member states to develop programs for the purchase of smart appliances and 

energy-efficient lighting as well as remove and properly dispose of inefficient appliances. 

 

Calls for the implementation of a standardized voluntary scheme for green products labeling 

among the whole supply chain, including producers, importers and retailers; 

 

Will consult with the World Trade Organization (WTO) to establish free trade between G20 

member states for green product manufactured items. Green product manufactured items are 

to be defined by the Rio+20 summit in consultation with the WTO; 

 

Promotes schemes to reuse packaging, as this reduces the need for recycling, which though 

preferable to landfill and exportation of waste, still uses energy; 

 

Also promotes the use of recyclable packaging, and a common framework for recycling in the 

G20; and 

 

Urges the training of workers in the green jobs market.  

 



Urbanization 

 

The G20: 

 

Urges national governments and urban planners to adopt a holistic approach while creating 

new and improving old cities by using new technology, green infrastructure, city design and 

community based innovation; 

 

Backs the use of green infrastructure across sectors such as energy, transportation, buildings, 

water, and waste management by developing efficient public transportation, low carbon energy 

production, energy efficient buildings, and efficient water and waste management 

infrastructure; 

 

Believes that the World Bank’s concept of Eco2 ecological and economic cities should be 

adopted by member states leading to socially equitable and environmentally sustainable cities; 

and 

 

Backs the use of digital technology that enables the creation of intelligent cities that uses 

information and communication technology, smart grids, and central command rooms that 

horizontally manage power, water, transportation and public safety. 

 

In order to identify the international best practice and share knowledge among member states, 

the G20 will analyze ways in which cities are currently upgrading their urban environment to 

make them more sustainable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


