
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

 

MINORITY RIGHTS 

 
Women 

 
We believe that all nations should endeavor to ensure equal access in educational facilities and 
institutions that are state-financed or state-managed schools. When it comes to access to 
education among state-managed schools, we embrace the principle of gender non-
discrimination. 
 
We believe that women are often under-represented in elective office. Furthermore, we 
emphasize the importance of equal gender access to political activities, institutions and 
associations. All nations should work to remove or reduce the political, economic and social 
barriers that obstruct female participation in politics. 
 
Violence against women has international security implications. Nations should work to curb 
this violence using all available human rights instruments. 
 

Children 
 
We encourage further ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
 
Our aim is to protect children from all forms of emotional and physical violence. We underscore 
the importance of the universal prohibition of child labor. We call on the world’s nations to 
encourage the systematic incorporation of the prevention of recruitment of child soldiers into 
humanitarian aid programs and awareness-raising programs in the existing refugee camps. We 
recommend the expansion of regional cooperation on the prevention of child recruitment into 
the military, sexual exploitation organizations, and businesses. We especially recommend this 
happen in states with complex crises and we encourage the international community to offer 
them resource assistance. 
 
In order to ensure the safety, security and prosperity of juvenile populations around the world, 
national and international strategies must be guided by four critical elements:  
 

1. Prevention of war,  
2. Protection of children during conflict or crisis,  
3. Management of conditions after a political crisis or conflict, and  
4. [Re]integration of children into their stable societies. 

 
Within such circumstances, communication and information technology should be prioritized as 
critical instruments of conflict prevention as means of early warning and detection. 
 



We call for the establishment of national councils, to be composed of representatives from 
relevant actors of NGOs government, and civil society, for the purpose of coordinating domestic 
policies for the protection of juvenile populations. We further encourage the integration of the 
IGP, to be composed of representatives one from each national council, for the purpose of 
synchronizing international strategies to protect children globally from the scourges of war, 
poverty and oppression. 
 

LGBT Community 
 
We affirm that discrimination, based on sexual orientation, is undesirable from a human rights 
perspective.  
 
Being a member of the LGBT community should not be illegal. 
 
Nations should not prohibit LGBT advocacy, such conduct violates human rights and generally 
recognized norms of free speech and freedom of expression. 
 
We encourage nations of the world to adopt the measures affirmed in the United Nations 
Declaration of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (UNDSOGI) and further ratification of this 
declaration. 
 
We encourage parties and signatories to the UNDSOGI to provide and/or facilitate resources to 
NGO’s, businesses and civil society actors to raise awareness about the LGBT community’s 
interests and to ensure the protection of members of the LGBT community. 
 
We recommend, as possible means of support, that nations mobilize social resources to achieve 
heightened protection of LGBT populations. In addition, willing nations should contribute to the 
Human Rights, Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Support Fund, which continues to 
support measures that promote awareness and protection of LGBT communities around the 
world. 
 
As an aspiration, we believe that sexual orientation should be included as a reason for non-
discrimination in Article Two of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights. 
 
Irrespective of gender identity and sexual orientation, people have the right to be legal 
stakeholders in society. The legalization of homosexuality is the means to grant LGBT 
communities a stake in society. It is not imperative that such legislation be condoned by 
religious and social institutions, but rather that it ensure a rational and equal attitude towards 
social relationships, free of persecution and discrimination. 
 
States should work to remove or reduce the legal barriers that obstruct the establishment of a 
personal, legally recognized permanent union between any two consenting adults, regardless of 
gender identity or sexual orientation. 
 



DEMOCRATIC ASPIRATIONS 

 
Tunisia and Egypt 

 
With full acceptance and acknowledgement of the continued sovereignty of Tunisia and Egypt, 
the people of these countries deserve free and fair elections. To ensure that this critical 
election cycle in these countries is successful we call upon the Arab League and the 
international community to provide resources and assistance in ensuring the fair conduct of the 
electoral process. 
 
We recognize the power of the Arab Spring movements and applaud the immense courage of 
the demonstrators, as well as the important role young people and women played in the 
protests. While we recognize that there is no ideal form of democracy, we support the ongoing 
democratic processes and people's aspirations in Egypt, Tunisia, Syria and the Palestinian 
territories. 
 
Equal political participation, freedom, the rule of law, respect for universal human rights, and 
minority rights are of central importance, including those of religious minorities and women 
rights. However, we are aware that implementing these measures and building democratic 
institutions takes time and patience. As for Egypt and Tunisia, in the line of the Deauville 
partnership, we urge our G8 partners to continue and extend the technical, financial and 
structural assistance to these countries through: 
 
Supporting the development of new Constitutions formalizing each country's future political 
arrangements, while fully respecting each state's sovereignty, we are willing to share our 
technical support in terms of law, building democratic institutions and economy; 
 
Promoting youth employment through joint actions, boosting initiatives from foreign private 
sectors in the region on this matter, trade agreements and further extending the opening of the 
markets; 
 
Providing common resources to independent media and increasing access to internet and other 
means of communication; 
 
Encouraging intergovernmental partnerships for mobility and the facilitation of visa 
procedures, primarily for students and workers; 
 
Recognizing and developing the role of the Arab League as a stakeholder in issues related to 
peace and security in the region; and 
 
Encouraging cultural exchanges among youth of Egypt, Tunisia and G8 nations in order to foster 
mutual understanding and cultural respect. 
 
 



Palestinian Territories 
 
We call for direct negotiations between the Israelis and Palestinians to result in a two-state 
solution with a sovereign, democratic state of Palestine alongside the secure Jewish state of 
Israel. 
 
To enhance the likelihood of direct negotiations and a successful outcome, we urge that the 
following steps be taken with all deliberate speed: 
 

 Israel’s efforts to maximize humanitarian assistance into the Palestinian territories can 
and must be improved. Improved efforts are crucial for realization of democratic 
aspirations and the human security of a prosperous Palestinian people. We call for 
enhanced humanitarian assistance for the Palestinian territories, provided that such 
assistance does not compromise Israeli national security; 
 

 We call upon donors, including states, NGOs and civil society actors, to expand 
grassroots initiatives that promote dialogue, exchange and mutual understanding 
among young people in order to enable a future without violence and conflict; 

 

 We call for consultations between Israeli and Palestinian educators to promote cross-
cultural and cross-national understanding and to coordinate the establishment of peace 
education for Israeli and Palestinian children; 

 

 We condemn the Israeli settlements in the region and all acts of terrorism on Israeli soil. 
We believe they hinder the peace building process and the creation of two viable and 
secure states; 

 

 We support the ongoing progress of democratic institution-building in the Palestinian 
territories. We urge all involved actors to create conditions for free and fair elections. 

 
Syria 

 
We condemn the ongoing violence perpetrated by both the Syrian government and the 
opposition movement in Syria. 
 
We urge the Syrian government to implement immediately the Annan Plan in its entirety. 
 
If either party violates the Annan Plan, we urge the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to 
impose further sanctions on that party, excluding military intervention. If there is a lack of 
unanimity in the UNSC, we believe that the issues of international peace and security, with 
regards to Syria, should be referred to the United Nations General Assembly. 
 



The cessation and prevention of innocent killings is a fundamental imperative for the global 
community. The ignorance shown by both the Syrian government and by opposition forces to 
the diplomatic efforts to stop violence is abhorrent.  
 
We urge an impetus behind the Annan Plan as the means to realize peace. Regional pressure, 
applied through diplomatic channels, will send a clear and direct message to Syria as a whole to 
reach this solution.  
 
We urge UN-sanctioned efforts to install active peacekeeping forces within Lebanon, 
specifically on the border zone to Syria.  
 
We risk the Syrian question becoming a devastating regional conflict. By raising the profile of 
international condemnation through the implementation of Les Casques Bleues in Lebanon, 
stringent pressure to all violent actors will be applied to galvanize pertinent realization of the 
Annan Plan. 
 

New Regimes 
 
Human rights cannot be conditional upon statehood. Human rights must be upheld in both 
unrecognized and partially recognized states where the government may not fulfill its primary 
responsibilities, as far as those people in the said states are concerned. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


