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YADL President and CEO appoints Vice Presidential Team 

Washington, DC – Young Americans for Diplomatic Leadership’s President and CEO, Carlos Reyes, has appointed 

three vice presidents to work with him in guiding the organization forward and to oversee its three functional 

areas. Their appointments are effective immediately. 

Ms. Rebecca English of New York, New York, has been appointed Vice President for Operations. In this role, she 

will be responsible for YADL’s overall operations including finance and development.  

Mr. Michael Karno of Chicago, Illinois, has been appointed Vice President for Programs. Mr. Karno will oversee 

YADL’s experiential learning opportunities and exchanges as well as direct the organization’s policy agenda.  

Ms. Nida Nizam of Syracuse, New York, has been appointed Vice President for External Affairs. This position 

maintains YADL’s strategic partnerships and oversees communications and engagement efforts.  

Reyes will work with the three vice presidents to hire a talented team of directors over the next few weeks.  

Together, the new YADL staff will move quickly to set a new strategic direction for the organization that builds 

upon its successful first year. 

English, Karno, and Nizam were selected from a competitive applicant pool and after an interview process. “This 

is a great team with proven experience and enthusiasm,” Reyes said after appointing the three vice presidents. 

“I look forward to working with them and leading YADL into the future.” 
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Young Americans for Diplomatic Leadership (YADL), a 501(c)(3) organization incorporated in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia, promotes understanding of international diplomacy through experiential learning 

for students and young professionals in the United States.  



 
 

BIOGRAPHIES OF THE VICE PRESIDENTIAL TEAM 

 

REBECCA ENGLISH | Vice President for Operations 

 
Rebecca English is responsible for YADL’s corporate operations, including finance and development. From July 
2011 to July 2012, English was Chief Operating Officer of YADL and oversaw planning and preparation for the G8 
& G20 Youth Summits held in Washington in June 2012. English served as USAID Administrator on the American 
delegation to the G8 & G20 Youth Summits held in Paris in June 2011.   
 
Originally from Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Rebecca graduated in from Georgetown University's Edmund A. Walsh 
School of Foreign Service in 2011 with a bachelor’s degree in international politics and a certificate in 
international development.  Since 2011, she has worked as a business analyst for Accenture, a global 
management consulting and technology firm.  She currently lives in New York, New York, where she is a 
volunteer with the New York Junior League and a member of the board of directors of Concord51. 
 
 
MICHAEL KARNO | Vice President for Programs 
 
Michael Karno is responsible for YADL’s experiential learning opportunities and exchanges and will direct the 

organization’s policy agenda. Karno is an analyst at J.P. Morgan where he works in the firm’s Investment Bank 

Global Credit Risk Management division.  

Born and raised in Chicago, Illinois, Karno graduated from Georgetown University’s Edmund A. Walsh School of 

Foreign Service in 2010 with a bachelor’s degree in international political economy and a certificate in 

international business diplomacy. While at Georgetown, Karno was deeply involved with the school’s 

International Relations Club, serving as chair during his senior year. Karno also served as executive director of 

the National Collegiate Security Conference. 

 

NIDA NIZAM | Vice President for External Affairs 

Nida Nizam is responsible for maintaining YADL’s strategic partnerships and overseeing the organization’s 
communications and engagement efforts. She will soon complete her bachelor’s degree in economics and 
international development from McGill University in Montreal, Quebec. Nizam served as Secretary of Commerce 
and President at the G8 & G20 Youth Summits in 2011 and 2012, respectively.  
 
After a career in community youth leadership, the Syracuse, New York, native is now active in the TEDx circuit. 
Nizam’s work experience includes notable organizations such as UNICEF Canada and the Audubon Society. 
Nizam was recently selected as a White House Young Americas Series representative by the Millennium 
Momentum Foundation.  
 
 
 


