
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

September 7, 2012 

 

YADL’S NEW EXTERNAL AFFAIRS TEAM ANNOUNCED 

Washington, DC – Young Americans for Diplomatic Leadership’s Vice President for External Affairs, Nida Nizam, 

has named three directors to work with her in overseeing the organization’s communications and engagement 

efforts as well as strategic initiatives.  

Mr. Abhi Goyal of Fredericksburg, Virginia, is the Director of Engagement. In this role, he oversees recruitment, 

selection, and training of the YADL’s various delegations, including the signature G8 & G20 Youth Summits.  

Ms. Amy O’Halloran of Atlanta, Georgia, is the Director of Communications. She is responsible for creating 

content and telling YADL’s story through its website, social media accounts, and print materials as well as 

maintaining relationships with the press.  

Mr. Altay Otun of Boston, Massachusetts, is Director of Strategic Initiatives. The position is responsible for 

cultivating YADL’s national and international partnerships and identifying collaborative projects that advance the 

organization’s global mission and vision.  

Together, the new external affairs team will move quickly to set a new strategic direction for the department 

that builds upon YADL’s successful first year and allows for sustained growth. 

 

### 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Americans for Diplomatic Leadership (YADL), a 501(c)(3) organization incorporated in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia, promotes understanding of international diplomacy through experiential learning 

for students and young professionals in the United States.  

 



 
 

BIOGRAPHIES OF THE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS TEAM 

ABHI GOYAL | Director of Engagement  

Abhi Goyal oversees the recruitment, selection, and training of the YADL’s various delegations, including the 

signature G8 & G20 Youth Summits. In 2012, Goyal served as USAID Administrator on the American team and 

represented YADL at the “Frontiers in Development” conference.  

Goyal is originally from Fredericksburg, Virginia, and will graduate from the College of William & Mary in 2013 

with a bachelor’s degree in International Relations. Goyal is involved in the International Relations Club and is 

the Undersecretary General of &MUN I, William & Mary’s collegiate Model United Nations conference. 

 
AMY O’HALLORAN | Director of Communications 

Amy O’Halloran is responsible for creating content and telling YADL’s story through its website, social media 
accounts, and print materials as well as maintaining relationships with the press. O’Halloran is currently studying 
international affairs and security policy at The George Washington University in Washington, D.C. O’Halloran 
served as the inaugural Press Secretary for the American delegation at the G8 & G20 Youth Summits in 2012. 

Raised in Atlanta, Georgia, O’Halloran graduated from high school with an international baccalaureate bilingual 
diploma in French and English. At GWU, O’Halloran has continued to pursue her passion for Model United 
Nations as a member of the school’s Model United Nations team, and plays on the women’s club soccer team.  
O’Halloran also serves as director of communications for GWU’s International Affairs Society. Additionally, 
O’Halloran has worked at CNN International in London and Reclaim Childhood in Amman, Jordan.  

 
ALTAY OTUN | Director of Strategic Initiatives  
 
Altay Otun is responsible for cultivating YADL’s national and international partnerships and identifying 
collaborative projects that advance the organization’s global mission and vision. Otun is currently studying 
political science and international relations at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, Canada. For the 
past six years, Otun has attended several Model United Nations conferences across the globe and has recently 
served on the host committee for the Harvard World Model United Nations Conference held in March 2012 in 
Vancouver. In addition to his Model United Nations experience, Otun has completed internships in the United 
States Congress, major think-tanks, non-profit organizations, and American government agencies.  
 
A native of Boston Massachusetts, Otun enjoys traveling. His most recent trips have been to North Korea, South 
Korea, and China. Otun also plays soccer in his free time and lives with his newly adopted beagle named Peanut. 
After graduating, Otun hopes to join the United States State Department as a foreign service officer. 
 


