
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

September 20, 2012 

 

YADL’S NEW PROGRAMS TEAM ANNOUNCED 

Washington, DC – Young Americans for Diplomatic Leadership’s Vice President for Programs, Michael Karno, has 

named two directors to work with him in overseeing the organization’s policy and research work as well as 

event development and exchange management.  

Mr. Sean Mirski of Naperville, Illinois, is Director of Policy and Research. He is responsible for ensuring the 

organization’s programs are relevant and aligned with American foreign policy priorities and preparing YADL’s 

program participants on policy matters.  Mirksi will also oversee YADL’s policy publications. 

Ms. Caitlin Pharo of New York, New York, is Director of Events and Exchanges. She is responsible for organizing 

and executing events that promote YADL’s programs in the organization’s target markets. Pharo will also 

oversee and manage all logistics associated with exchanges and other YADL activities abroad.  

Together, the new programs team will move quickly to set a new strategic direction for the department that 

builds upon YADL’s successful first year and allows for sustained growth. 
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Young Americans for Diplomatic Leadership (YADL), a 501(c)(3) organization incorporated in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia, promotes understanding of international diplomacy through experiential learning 

for students and young professionals in the United States.  



 
 

BIOGRAPHIES OF THE PROGRAMS TEAM 

 
SEAN MIRSKI | Director of Policy and Research 

 
Sean Mirski oversees YADL’s policy and research work. Mirski is responsible for ensuring the organization’s 
programs are relevant and aligned with American foreign policy priorities.  He will prepare YADL’s program 
participants with substantive briefings ahead of exchanges and delegations and cultivate their research and 
writing skills on policy matters. Mirski will also position YADL as an emerging youth think tank through instituting 
regular publication of analyses by young professionals seeking global experience and exposure. Mirski’s work 
will develop YADL’s capacity to emerge as a unique and respected voice in the national and international foreign 
policy conversation. 
 
Raised in Naperville, Illinois, Mirski attended the University of Chicago for his undergraduate education, where 
he double-majored in political science and economics and also received a master's degree in international 
relations. During his time at the University of Chicago, Mirski was extensively involved in Model United Nations, 
and to served as team president his fourth year. He was also president of the University of Chicago chapter 
of The Triple Helix, an international journal of science, society, and law. After graduation, Mirski spent one year 
in the South Asia Program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace as a Junior Fellow, where he 
researched and analyzed Asian security and strategic issues. Mirski is currently at Harvard Law School. 
 

CAITLIN PHARO | Director of Events and Exchanges 

Caitlin Pharo is responsible for organizing and executing events that promote YADL’s programs in the 
organization’s target markets and oversees and manages all logistics associated with exchanges and other YADL 
activities abroad. Pharo's involvement with YADL began when she served in the inaugural class of 
parliamentarians at the G8 and G20 Youth Summits in Washington in June 2012.  
 
Pharo studies international politics and foreign policy at Georgetown University’s Edmund A. Walsh School of 
Foreign Service. A native New Yorker, Pharo has spent most of her college career involved with the Georgetown 
International Relations Association, serving as executive director of the 49th North American Invitational Model 
United Nations.  Pharo is currently an organizing fellow with Obama for America, where she serves as the digital 
director for Washington, DC.  
 


